Chlorate/Chlorite FACT SHEET

What is Chlorate/Chlorite? 
Chlorate and chlorite are inorganic compounds that form during the degradation of sodium hypochlorite (chlorine).    The amount of Chlorate/Chlorite formed is dependent generally on the beginning concentration and the extent of degredation.
What are the Health Effects of Chlorate/Chlorite? 
Exposure to chlorate and chlorite have both been shown to have adverse effects on the blood. Chlorate has additional health effects including abdominal pain, diarrhea, coma, and at high enough levels, will cause death. Further research needs to be conducted to determine the mutagenic and carcinogenic potential of chlorate and chlorite.

How may I be Exposed to Chlorate/Chlorite? 
Chlorate and chlorite are found in disinfected drinking supplies where either sodium hypochlorite or chlorine dioxide is used as the method of disinfection. The levels vary considerably depending on water quality, the concentration of sodium hypochlorite, and the method used to form chlorine dioxide.

Are the Levels of Chlorate/Chlorite in Drinking Water Dangerous to my Health? 
In December 1998, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) introduced regulations that limit the total level of chlorite to 1.0 ppm.  

